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1. Introduction
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provide us with geospatial information which indicate how we are doing
in relation to the SDGs. To ﬁnd the Story Maps go to http://irelandsdg.
geohive.ie/. The following sections illustrate the Story Map experience.

Life on Land
Life on Land (Goal 15) aims to protect, restore and promote sustainable
use of ecosystems and forests and to
protect against land degradation and loss
of biodiversity. In Ireland, certain areas
are protected by EU Directives and by
national law against activities that might
cause damage to the natural environment.
These areas include:
Special Protection Areas (SPAs): bird wildlife conservation
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs): rare animal and plant species
Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs): vulnerable habitats of plants and animals.
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• Partnership
economic prosperity provides a good
standard of living, without exhausting our
SDG National Implementation Plan
natural resources or damaging the environment, To accomplish these
outcomes, a development plan must address economic, environmental
and social considerations. This is graphically illustrated by the 5P model
shown here. No ‘P’ should be excluded.

Story maps bring statistics to life
In modern times, maps play a critical role in development decision
making. This is because a map provides a visual image of a location
and details of its surrounding environment. For example, if a local
authority decided to construct a new reservoir to serve local water
needs, detailed information on the location of rivers, roads and housing
would be essential. In other words, the planners need geospatial
information. A geospatial service, such as that provided by OSi, links
various data sets with geographic locations. This is vividly demonstrated
by the OSI Story Maps that deal with the 17 SD Goals. These maps

The Story Maps look at these
protected areas across Ireland,
identifying habitat types and
national initiatives to protect
biodiversity. The map shown
identiﬁes the protected areas.
Clicking on a region reveals the
location and shows the total area
and the percentage of it that is
protected. The Story Map also
relates to Goal 6: Clean Water
and Sanitation.

Work and Poverty

◄ ► x

Corroﬁn
COUNTY
CONTAE
Total Area (m2)
Cover Area (m2)
% Protected Area Cover

CLARE
An Clár
93,955,857.84
46684, 077.30
46.69

This Story Map illustrates
changes in Ireland in relation to
unemployment and poverty
throughout the last decade.
It relates to Goal 8: Decent
Work and Economic Growth
and Goal 1: No Poverty.
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– the impact of maps
We are all responsible

In the year 2000, United Nations member states agreed a set of eight
Millennium Development Goals. These goals included poverty, primary
education and environmental sustainability. They were not met by the
target date of 2015.
It took three years to agree
on the 2030 Agenda. This
agreement recognises that
close global partnerships
and the input of many
communities and individuals
will be necessary to achieve
the ambitious 17 SDGs.

Why education is important
“The Department of Education and
Skills National Strategy on Education
for Sustainable Development in
Ireland 2014-2020 aims to ensure that
education contributes to sustainable
development by equipping learners
with the relevant knowledge, skills
and values (the ‘why’) that will motivate
and empower them throughout their
lives to become informed active
citizens who take action for a more
sustainable future.”

We must take notice of this.
We need to know what is
important, what we should
be doing and how we are
progressing in our efforts
to achieve the Goals.
The Sustainable Development Goals
Awareness is the key. For
National Implementation Plan 2018-2020
example, a visit to http://
irelandsdg.geohive.ie/ will
reveal that we have serious problems around energy supply (SDG7)
and water quality (SDG6). A look at the other Goals will reveal even
more challenges.

Understanding geospatial language
The word geospatial, is a combination of the words ‘geo’ (from the
Greek, meaning ‘earth’) and ‘spatial’ (meaning related to ‘space’).
Although relatively new, the word is now widely used to refer to the
position of things on the earth’s surface.
It is frequently used as a synonym for GIS (Geographical Information
System) although such usage is debatable. Geospatial usually implies
the combination of location and data related to that location. Hence,
other terms such as spatial data, geospatial data and geodata are
frequently used. Technologies such as GPS (Global Positioning
System) and remote sensing systems are often referred to as
geospatial technologies.
The ﬁrst recorded use of geospatial data to solve a social problem was
in 1854, long before the above terminology existed. Dr. John Snow
wrote his data on cholera outbreaks on a map of London and concluded
accurately that the disease was associated with contaminated water.

Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) is the national mapping
agency of the Republic of Ireland. It produces and sells a very
comprehensive range of urban, rural, tourist and leisure maps at
a variety of scales in digital and printed form. OSi also produces
aerial photographs and digital terrain models.
Customers include:
• Individual members of the public
• Tourists
• Schools
• The construction industry
• Architects
• Engineers
• Property and legal ﬁrms
• Government Departments and local authorities.
Annual revenues amount to €20 million.
OSi also licences data for a wide range of computer based
applications such as Computer Aided Design (CAD) and
Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
OSi products are state of the art, produced using the most up to
date technology to international standards and, consequently, the
company is a leader in the Irish geographic information market.
All products are available directly from the OSi shop (+353 1
802 5300) at the OSi headquarters in the Phoenix Park (near
Castleknock Gate) through its online shop and through a national
network of retail outlets.
In November 2017, OSi/CSO hosted the prestigious European
Forum for Geography and Statistics (EFGS) Conference in Dublin.
The experts at that conference debated on the topics discussed
in this lesson, while exploring the best ways of linking geography
with other ofﬁcial statistics.

The future of maps?
How will maps develop in response to the growing need for powerful
geospatial services? Will we see holographic 3D visualisations? We
probably will, because the technologies necessary to generate such
maps are already available. Such geospatial data would be a powerful
tool for policy makers and planners. However, it must be realised that it
is the integration of the map and the data that provides the power. This
integration requires a mix of multiple technologies and statistics.
We live on a planet full of life. The Earth’s surface area is some 510
million km², 71% of which is water. We must recognise the need to take
care of it all. The geospatial industry and its maps will provide the data
required to meet the challenges..

You can ﬁnd out more about the work of Ordnance Survey
Ireland at www.osi.ie

Find this and other lessons on www.sta.ie
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on the
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