
 
OSi – Larcom Award 

Research Topics 

Innovation has been at the heart of everything Ordnance Survey Ireland has 
done from its very inception in 1824. 

Building on OSi’s long and proud tradition of innovation, research and development, in 2016 
we inaugurated the OSi Research Initiative, including a Master’s Award scheme to promote 
research and development in geospatial information. 

This year we have refined that Master’s Award scheme, now titling it the Larcom Award, in 
tribute to Sir Thomas A. Larcom R.E., a founding father of the Ordnance Survey in Ireland, 
and an inspiration to all who are interested in excellence in the further development of 
science and society. 

 

Andy McGill, Mick Cory, Ronan O’Reilly, Prof. Declan O’Sullivan and Colin Bray, CEO Ordnance Survey Ireland, at 
the launch of the OSi Research Initiative in NUI Maynooth in 2016 

Under the Larcom Award, we are offering one Masters Student an award of €5,000 to 
reward excellence in research, and in the longer term to promote meaningful research in 
areas relevant to OSi and the geospatial industry generally. 

Our investment in research will contribute to the ongoing development of geospatial 
research and development activity within Ireland. It will ultimately advance the use of 



geospatial information in decision making, helping to make the best decisions for the 
development of Irish society and to make the best use of our limited resources. 

 

 

What Research Topics does the Larcom Award encourage? 

OSi has a particular interest in supporting research in the following specific areas: 

• Change detection from remote sensed data 
• Automatic application of changed geometry to  a spatial database 
• Positional accuracy improvement 

Also, apart from those specific mapping-related topics, OSi is also interested in receiving 
submissions on any subject that interests the broader Geographic Information industry 
generally, including;  

• 3D Data 
• Data capture 
• Storage and retrieval 
• Artificial intelligence 
• Open or linked data 
• Automated devices 
• The internet of things 
• Digital mapping applications 
• Digital data processing 
• Research into new products and markets 
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