
Joint Statement by Ordnance Survey Ireland and the 

Property Registration Authority of Ireland 

The Property Registration Authority (Land Registry) and Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI) 

enjoy a very close working relationship. The Land Registry utilises Ordnance Survey 

Ireland’s topographic mapping to cross-reference and associate their boundary 

information. This forms the basis of all Land Registry digital map data. 

Ordnance Survey Ireland and Land Registry have compiled the information below to help 

customers understand their respective roles. 

Ordnance Survey Irelands Role 

Ordnance Survey Ireland is the national mapping agency of Ireland. It is the State Agency  

responsible for the official, definitive surveying and topographic mapping of the Republic of 

Ireland. As this mapping is topographic, it only represents the physical features on the 

ground at the time of survey. The features shown must fall within the specification for the 

survey scale and within agreed accuracy tolerances. 

OSI maps never indicate legal property boundaries, nor do they show ownership of physical 

features. Although some property boundaries may be coincident with surveyed map 

features, no assumptions should be made in these instances and consequently it is not 

possible to identify the position of a legal property boundary from an OSI map. 

OSI has a continuous mapping revision programme for the whole of the Republic of 

Ireland. Changes that have occurred on the ground since the property was registered may 

result in differences between later OSI map editions and the mapping used by the Land 

Registry. 

Contact Ordnance Survey  Ireland 

Ordnance Survey Ireland is unable to answer questions regarding legal property boundaries 

or interpret the mapping in your title plan. However, if you have questions regarding their 

mapping you can: 

E-mail them at customerservices@osi.ie,  
Call their LoCall number on 1890 67 46 27,  
Or write to them at 
Customer Service Centre, 
Ordnance Survey Ireland, 
Phoenix Park, 
Dublin 8. 



Property Registration Authority  

The main functions of the PRA are to manage and control the Registry of Deeds and the 

Land Registry and to promote and extend the registration of ownership of land. 

Land Registry’s Role 

The Land Registry was established in 1892 to provide a comprehensive and secure system of 

land registration. When property title is registered in the Land Registry the deeds are filed in 

the Registry and all relevant particulars concerning the property and its ownership are 

entered on folios which form the registers maintained in the Land Registry. In conjunction 

with folios the Land Registry also maintains Land Registry maps. Both folios and maps are 

maintained in electronic form. Land Registry maps (digital vector data) are based on Irish 

Transverse Mercator (ITM) coordinate reference system topographic maps that are supplied 

to the Registry in digital vector form by Ordnance Survey Ireland. Published scales are 

1/5,000 rural, 1/2,500 urban/rural, 1/1,000 urban. The Land Registry represents the extent 

of all registered land by reference to OSI topographic map data. Where a boundary of the 

land is not defined by a physical feature on the OSI map, the Land Registry digitises it from 

either the electronic or paper map(s) lodged by applicants for registration purposes. The 

word “boundary” has no special meaning in law but in land ownership it is understood in two 

ways: 

The Physical Boundary: 

The Land Registry identifies properties not boundaries and never shows ownership of 

individual boundary structures such as walls, fences and hedges etc. It should also be noted 

that deeds rarely deal with such matters.   

Non-conclusive Boundary System 

The boundary system adopted by the Land Registry under the Registration of Title Act, 1964 

is known as a non-conclusive boundary system. The non-conclusive provision dispenses with 

the need for determining the exact location of title boundaries when defining the extent of 

registered properties and the ownership of the physical features which mark the limits of a 

property is left undetermined. In the case of boundaries located within buildings, the exact 

line or plane of the title boundary is also left undetermined.  

The non-conclusive boundary system will not indicate whether a title boundary includes a 

hedge or a wall and ditch or runs along the centre of a wall or fence or runs along its inner 

or outer face or how far it runs within or without it or whether or not the land registered 

includes the whole or any portion of an adjoining road or stream. However, the location of 

the physical features within which the title boundary lies or the points between which an 

undefined title boundary runs must be accurately defined by the applicant on the map 

lodged for registration within the limitations of the scale of the application map. 

http://www.prai.ie/eng/About_Us/Registry_of_Deeds_Services/Registry_of_Deeds.html�
http://www.prai.ie/eng/About_Us/Land_Registry/Land_Registry_.html�


Official copies of the Registry Map can be obtained by ordering any of the 

following: - 

• Special Registration Map 

• Title Plan 

• Official Map Search.  

Each of the above map products are generated from the Land Registry digital vector map 
and includes some surrounding OSI topographic detail. Official copies of Land Registry maps 
are subject to the limitations of scale and survey accuracy of both: 

• OSI maps on which they are based  

• The application maps lodged for registration purposes.  

Where boundaries have been transferred to a larger scale or to a different map series, 

whether on paper or in a digital environment, measurements must not be expected to give a 

degree of accuracy greater than that of the smaller scale or older map series. Since the 

commencement of land registration in 1892, almost all registrations were recorded by 

reference to the topographic detail shown on OSI published map scales. OSI Cassini/County 

Series and Irish Grid published scales in the paper system were 1/10,560, 1/2,500 1/1,000 

and some urban areas were published at 1/1,250 and 1/1,056, (both 1/1,250 and 1/1,056 

were enlarged by OSI from 1/2,500 mapping). Accuracy of the Land Registry's boundary 

data is, accordingly, limited to the survey accuracy and scale of the source map originally 

lodged and upon which registration was based. The Land Registry is unable to tell you 

precisely where a property boundary is located. 

Questions about land registration 

Land Registry publishes a number of public guides about land registration which can be 

viewed or downloaded from its website at http://www.landdirect.ie or obtained free of charge 

from any Land Registry office. The website also has a ‘frequently asked questions’ section.   

Link to Land Registry’s FAQ 

http://www.landdirect.ie/�
http://www.prai.ie/eng/Frequently_Asked_Questions/Land_Registry_FAQs1.html�


Frequently Asked Questions 

Frequently Asked Questions  

1. How do I find out if my property is registered?  
2. I have a dispute with my neighbour over where the boundary lies. Can you tell me 

who is right? 
3. Can I measure my legal boundary precisely from the map?  
4. I believe that there is an error in the registry map, what do I do?  
5. Can an Ordnance Survey Ireland map indicate where my legal boundary is?  
6. What feature does the line on the map represent?  
7. There is a fence and a wall next to each other and only one line is shown on the map, 

why is this?  
8. I believe Ordnance Survey Ireland’s mapping of my property is incorrect, can I 

arrange for a surveyor to come out and amend the mapping?  
9. I feel that a feature is incorrectly shown on your mapping; can you tell me why it is 

represented this way?  
10. I require an Expert Witness to comment on the mapping, does Ordnance Survey 

Ireland offer this service?  
 

1.  How do I find out if my property is registered? 

The PRA website http://www.prai.ie/eng/Frequently_Asked_Questions offers a public guide 

to registration issues. 

2.  I have a dispute with my neighbour over where the boundary lies. Can you tell 

me who is right? 

No. The Land Registry map is an index map and identifies property, not boundaries. 

Therefore, we are not in a position to advise.   

3.  Can I measure my boundary precisely from the map?  

It is not possible even when using the highest order of survey techniques to achieve perfect 

accuracy when drawing/digitising features on a map. OSI maps are therefore subject to 

accuracy limitations. This means that scaled measurements between features shown on the 

map may not exactly match the actual distance measured between the same features on the 

ground. Different levels of accuracy apply depending upon the scale of the map and the 

original method used to create it. 

Paper maps (particularly copy maps included in deeds) can be subject to distortions and 

inaccuracies, as any copying processes (such as photocopying, scanning) and printing processes 

can lead to the distortions in the map image  

4.  I believe that there is error on the Registry Map, what should I do?  

If you feel that mapping of your registered title is incorrect, please contact Land Registry at the 

earliest stage to establish if they can assist.  

5.  Can an Ordnance Survey Ireland map indicate where my legal boundary is? 

http://www.prai.ie/eng/Frequently_Asked_Questions�
http://www1.landregistry.gov.uk/regional/�


No. Ordnance Survey Ireland mapping does not depict legal property boundaries nor do we 

attempt to show property ownership on our mapping. 

OSI only show the existence of physical features on the ground at the time of survey, which 

are surveyed to Ordnance Survey Ireland specification and accuracy standards. Although 

some property boundaries may be coincident with surveyed map features, no assumptions 

should be made in these instances. 

Physical features on the ground change over time, and for this reason, Ordnance Survey 

Ireland has a continuous mapping revision programme.  In the event that there are changes 

to the physical features on the ground, this may involve our surveyors visiting your property 

so that the mapping can be updated and amended.  However, such revision will not affect 

legal land ownership and title deeds of a property and registered title will not change unless 

authorised by the Property Registration Authority.  

6.  What feature does the line on the OSI map represent? 

Ordnance Survey Ireland maps use the same line symbol for a wall, fence, hedge, bank, 

ditch and stream. Where many features are represented in close proximity it may not be 

possible to represent them all at the scale of the mapping and it may not be obvious from 

the map which feature the line represents. 

Even if a correct interpretation of the map can be made, the line on the map may not be the 

legal boundary.  It is the position of the actual feature on the ground, not the position of 

the line on the map that is important in attempting to trace the position of the boundary. 

Accurate analysis of the OSI map can usually only be achieved by taking the map onto the 

site and comparing it with the features on the ground.  This can help decide what has been 

shown, what has been omitted for the sake of clarity or because the map scale does not 

allow multiple features in close proximity to be shown.  

 7.  There is a fence and a wall next to each other and only one line is shown on the 

map, why is this? 

Where a fence, hedge or wall runs approximately parallel to another feature and so close 

that they cannot both be plotted correctly at the scale of survey, then only one feature is 

shown.  

8.  I believe Ordnance Survey Ireland’s mapping of my property is incorrect, can I 

arrange for a surveyor to come out and amend the mapping? 

Ordnance Survey Ireland welcomes all customer feedback about the content and accuracy of 

our mapping. We understand that there may be a delay between changes taking place on 

the ground and when we are able to capture them within our continuous mapping revision 

programme. Any issues relating to the content or accuracy of our mapping that fall within 



our specification will normally be investigated at the next revision of the mapping for the 

area. For our large scale products the following revision cycles may be informative: 

• For Urban and Suburban areas i.e. all 1:1,000 and some 1:2,500 plans, a one year 

revision cycle is established.  

• For Periurban areas i.e. all other 1:2,500 plans, a three year cycle is established.  

• For Rural areas i.e. all 1:5,000 plans, a five year revision cycle is established.  

However, should you feel that these changes/amendments may affect your title plan; you 

need to contact the Property Registration Authority at the earliest opportunity. 

9. I feel that a feature is incorrectly shown on the OSI map , can you tell me why it 

is represented this way? 

Unfortunately Ordnance Survey Ireland does not keep records or surveyors’ notes of site 

visits.  The map becomes the only record kept.  The OSI is unable to comment on the detail 

of specific features shown on the mapping or provide reasons why or how a feature is shown 

on the map. 

10.  I require an Expert Witness to comment on the mapping, does Ordnance 

Survey Ireland offer this service?  

Ordnance Survey Ireland is unable to become involved in property boundary disputes. If you 

need an expert to prepare evidence, there are a number of relevant professional 

organisations including: 

The Society of Chartered Surveyors (SCS) http://www.scs.ie/ provides a searchable 

database of Land Surveyors who can act as Expert Witnesses and prepare evidence for 

court. 

The Irish Institution of Surveyors also provides a searchable database of Land Surveyors 

who offer a similar service. 

http://www.irish-surveyors.ie/ 

http://www.prai.ie/�
http://www.irish-surveyors.ie/�
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